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CITY OF CONWAY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
CONWAY SPORTS & FITNESS CENTER 

1515 MILL POND ROAD, CONWAY 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 - 4:00 P.M. 

     
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy; Jean Timbes, Mayor Pro Tem  
Council Members:  William Goldfinch, Justin Jordan, Alex Hyman, Larry White 
ABSENT:  Shane Hubbard (sick) 
 
STAFF:  Adam Emrick, City Administrator; Mary Catherine Hyman, Deputy Administrator; 
John Rogers, Deputy Administrator/ Grants & Special Projects Director; Jeff Leveille, 
Technology Services Director; Allison Hardin, Planning & Development Director; Allison 
Williams, Finance Director; June Wood, Public Information Officer; Dale Long, Police Chief ; 
Steven Pearce, Police; and Alicia Shelley, City Clerk    
 
OTHERS:  Rein Mungo, Beth Smith, Shawn Becker, Dustin Turner, Keith Skinner 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Blain-Bellamy called the meeting to order.  She then gave the 
invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
The requirements for posting notice of this meeting under South Carolina’s Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) were met. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion:  Hyman made a motion, seconded by Goldfinch, to 
approve the September 20, 2021 meeting agenda.  Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Special Event – Falktoberfest – October 9, 2021 
 

B. Purchase of Mosquito Sprayer for Solid Waste Department (budgeted) 
 

C. Extension of Conway Marina Lease Agreement 
 

D. Purchase of Vehicles for Grounds and Maintenance Department (budgeted) 
 

E. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-09-20 (B) to rezone approximately 0.32 acres 
of property located at 1909 Sessions Street (PIN 338-06-02-0037) from City of Conway 
Low Density Residential (R1) to City of Conway Highway Commercial (HC).   

 
F. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-09-20 (E) to amend Article 6 – Design 

Standards, of the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO), and to amend Section B, 
Chapter 3 – Basics of Traditional Commercial Buildings, 3.4, of the Community 
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Appearance Guidelines relating to height limitations in the Central Business District 
(CBD).  

 
G. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-09-20 (F) to annex approximately 0.57 of an 

acre of property located at 5015 Presbyterian Dr (PIN 383-08-02-0014) and request 
to rezone from Horry County Residential (SF10) to City of Conway Low/Medium 
Density Residential District (R-1).   

 
H. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-09-20 (G) to annex approximately 0.37 of an 

acre of property located at 5205 Converse Dr (PIN 383-08-03-0006) and request to 
rezone from Horry County Residential (SF10) to City of Conway Low/Medium 
Density Residential District (R-1).   

 
I. Final Reading of Ordinance #2021-09-20 (H) granting a non-exclusive franchise 

agreement to Kent Hendrick, d.b.a. H20EXCURSIONS, for boat education and 
excursion services that will embark and disembark from docks located in the 
Waccamaw Riverfront District (WRD).   

 
J. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-09-20 (I) to annex approximately 0.31 of an 

acre of property located at 5104 Converse Dr (PIN 383-08-02-0059) and request to 
rezone from Horry County Residential (SF10) to City of Conway Low/Medium 
Density Residential District (R-1).   

 
K. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-09-20 (K) to annex approximately 0.37 of an 

acre of property located at 802 Johnson St (PIN 369-12-02-0024) and request to 
rezone from Horry County Residential (SF20) to City of Conway Low/Medium 
Density Residential District (R-1).   

 
L. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-09-20 (L) to annex approximately 0.68 of an 

acre of property located at 812 Hwy 905 (PIN 339-11-02-0025) and request to rezone 
from Horry County Residential (SF20) to City of Conway Low/Medium Density 
Residential District (R-1).   

 
M. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-09-20 (M) to annex approximately 0.35 of an 

acre of property located at 128 Clemson Road (PIN 383-10-01-0012) and request to 
rezone from Horry County Residential (SF10) to City of Conway Low/Medium 
Density Residential District (R-1).   

 
N. Acceptance of Bid for Engineering and on On-Call Services for Public Works 

 
O. Acceptance of Bid for Asphalt Services  

 
P. Resolution to Accept Rosehaven Phase IV Letter of Credit 

 
Q. Special Event – Conway High School Homecoming Parade – October 22, 2021 
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R. Purchase of Patrol Vehicles for Police Department (budgeted) 
 

S. Approval of September 7, 2021 Minutes 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  Motion:  Timbes made a motion, seconded by Jordan, 
to approve the September 20, 2021 consent agenda.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 
     
PUBLIC INPUT:  
 
Beth Smith spoke to Council about rebuilding the clay tennis courts at the riverfront that were lost 
during the flood.  She also presented Council with a list of approximately 190 signatures in support 
of her request to rebuild.  
 
There was no further public input.  Motion:  White made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to close 
public input.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 
  

A. Accommodations Tax Annual Report  
 
Rein Mungo, Chairman, of the Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee, informed 
Council that the City has received $65,247.15 from the State Accommodations Tax for 
FY20-21. Of that, the first $25,000 will go to the General Fund. The remaining balance 
must be allocated as follows:  5% of the balance to the General Fund, 30% of balance to 
the City’s selected designated marketing organization (Conway Downtown Alive), and 
65% of balance to tourism-related expenses. 
 
The committee is tasked with reviewing the applications received, and making a 
recommendation on how to allocate the 65% of the balance, which is $26,160.65.  On 
September 9, 2021, the committee met and considered applications from four organizations 
requesting funding for FY2021.  The committee’s recommendations were as follows:  
Conway Chamber of Commerce $8,160; Conway Downtown Alive $8,500; Theater of the 
Republic $8,500; and Conway Farmers Market Association $1,000 for a total of $26,160.   
  
Motion:  Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to accept the recommendations 
of the Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee for the distribution of the funds as 
presented.  Vote: Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 

B. Request to rezone approximately 17.31 acres of property located at Boundary & Main 
Street, near Mill Pond Road (PIN 338-00-00-0022) from City of Conway Highway 
Commercial (HC) to Medium Density Residential (R2).   
 
Hardin informed Council that this request was to rezone 17.31 acres of property located at 
Boundary and Main Street and was shown in blue on the screen.  She said that there has 
been a lot of communication about this property with the Planning Commission, the 
applicant and staff.  The applicant intends to develop the high ground at Boundary Street 
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with 10 homes and that there are wetlands on the other portion of the property.  The 
wetlands will be labeled as not buildable and this would formalize the condition for any 
future owners.  This would allow the Crabtree Canal easement to remain as is. 
 
Goldfinch asked for clarification regarding the non-buildable area.  Hardin said that the 
intent is for this portion not to be buildable for the future. 
 
Shawn Becker, applicant stated that he would possibly like to donate the remaining 14 
acres to the City of Conway.  This parcel adjoins the parcel that the City already owns.  He 
said that this property encompasses both sides of the canal to Crabtree and potentially this 
would, if the City deemed appropriate increase the capacity of that for stormwater.  He said 
that they do not intend to develop that portion.   
 
Hardin then said that if the City is interested in taking the property, the city would rezone 
it to Conservation Preservation and that would match the future land use map, however the 
taking of the property is not contingent upon the rezoning.   
 
White asked if there is a possibility that those houses that you do plan to build be flooded. 
Becker stated that right now it is not in the current flood zone map and that he does plan to 
build 3 ft. above the new FEMA map.  
 

C. Request to annex approximately 3.5 acres of property located at 1003 Creel St (PIN 
369-05-02-0006/TMS 136-08-35-001) and request to rezone from Horry County 
Commercial General Residential (GR) to City of Conway Professional (P) zoning 
district.   
 
Hardin informed Council that the applicant for this request has filed an application to annex 
approximately 3.5 acres of property located at 1003 Creel Street.  The applicant, Mr. 
Skinner currently operates a day care located across the street and intends to install a child 
day care center expansion on the site, which is currently vacant. 

 
FIRST READING: 
 
First reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-10-04 An Ordinance to annex approximately 2.37 
acres of property located at and behind 2717 Bonnie Ln (PINs 324-08-03-0056/0061/0062) 
and request to rezone from Horry County Residential (MSF6) to City of Conway 
Low/Medium Density Residential District (R-1).   

 
Hardin informed Council that this annexation request was being made to allow an existing single-
family manufactured home on the property to tie into City water and sewer service.  Hardin said 
that there is no garbage service in that area and it is not a good fit, therefore staff does not 
recommend approval on this request.   
 
Turner further explained that he is currently renting but just purchased this double wide, and needs 
to get water and sewer connected.   
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Motion:  Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to deny this request. Vote:  Unanimous. 
Motion carried. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
 
 Emrick informed Council of the following: 
 

• Staff learned from SCDOT that the RIDE III funded Perimeter Road Project has now 
progressed to the Right of Way Acquisition phase. This is ahead of schedule and very 
promising and it means that once acquired, the next phase will be construction. 

• CAB has received plans for improving the parking area behind the Library 
Administration Building at 5th and Laurel and will review it at their next meeting. 

• The engineers for the Smith-Jones pool project have visited the site to do some initial 
information gathering.  They will meet with staff tomorrow morning for a meeting 
to get the major work going. The engineering portion of the project should take 
several weeks, after which we can move into the construction phase and we are still 
on track for an opening at the beginning of next season. 

• The windows have arrived for the Corner, the new home of Building and Planning.   
The alley side windows are currently being installed and then the siding for this side 
will be put into place. You should see some fantastic progress beginning this week or 
next on the exterior.  Inside the building, contractors are working on the finishing of 
drywall and ceiling work. Once completed, we can beginning painting and flooring. 

• We will reschedule the Whittemore Community meeting this week, probably for the 
beginning of October. At the same time, we will start working on bids for asbestos 
remediation.  No matter what course of action we take, that will need to be 
completed. 

• We have two sets of RFP's that came in last week, one for the update to our downtown 
and riverfront Master Plan. The other for a Trails Master Plan. Both will be reviewed 
by Staff this week and scored.  Based on this scoring the suggested firm choices will be 
brought to the next City Council meeting for consideration. 

• This Friday we will replant trees on Laurel Street including a small celebration for 
Arbor Day of the Tree across from the Building and Planning Department. Please join 
us at 10:30 a.m. to celebrate Arbor Day and plant a new tree on Laurel Street. 

• As you know, the City was awarded its largest ever grant earlier in the year to upgrade 
our Sewer system, allowing for growth and to alleviate some current flooding issues. 
We are currently working with Southeastern Land Company to obtain the needed 
easements for this project. Of the 23 needed easements, 17 have been acquired and 
the remaining six should be completed in the next few weeks. 

• We are very near to October, Halloween season in Conway. Next week, begins the 
decorating. The Fall Festival is October 2nd and we will be very spooky by then. 

 
Emrick then said that he is yielding time to John about his meeting with the USTA, to 
Dale about Open Carry and Le Hendrick with his Department Head report. 
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Rogers informed Council that staff met with South Carolina representatives of the US Tennis 
Association recently and they agreed with us that the old tennis center site is not feasible to be a 
tennis center because if we had rebuilt, it would have been destroyed again in the flood that we 
had last winter.  He said that they discussed different ideas and what got their ears perked up was 
the possibility of coordinating with other groups that have tennis courts in the City.  The schools 
have a couple of them, and we could possibly lease those and then they would be available to the 
public.  If we did at least one of those, the USTA said we would have enough courts per capita for 
a community our size.  That would give us three separate places to play tennis in Conway.  There 
has also been a lot of discussion regarding clay vs. hard surface courts and their general attitude is 
that a tennis court is a tennis court from their perspective it is about bringing people to the sport of 
playing tennis.  They would like to partner with us in the future for grant money for providing the 
equipment to make tennis more attractive for kids that are interested in playing tennis in the City 
of Conway.   
 
Blain-Bellamy said that they are saying they want the City to expand the opportunities with what 
we have rather than develop new tennis courts, and they do not see any value in the more expensive 
clay courts, as there are some advantages of clay courts but due to the cost, they would prefer that 
we work on our expansion.  Rogers said that they had a lot of interest in our interest in making the 
most of public dollars and spending the money in the wisest way possible.   
 
Timbes asked about the problem that we have with not having 5-8 in the same place because 
apparently to have teams come here they need to be in one place and not running all over town.  
Rogers said that their position is if you were looking for sports tourism tournaments, you would 
need 8 in one area and some of those opportunities to lease may bring us 8. 
 
Timbes said it would be disheartening if she were a tennis player and had been working hard her 
whole life and had no place to go with tournament play.  Emrick said that is the way it is for soccer 
and other sports right now, is that you have to go other places.  Timbes said those are team sports 
and tennis is much more individual and we are more likely to groom a tennis player solo versus a 
team. 
 
Hyman said that he spoke to one of the places that we are talking about and they seemed very 
interested in partnering for tournaments, but not sure about every day for all and that may be 
difficult.  He thinks that partnering for these tournaments are doable.   
 
Goldfinch asked how we ended up with eight clay courts at the river.  Emrick said we started with 
four and built an additional three.  He said that he believes they were all built with grant money.  
Rogers said the originals were built in 1991.     
 
Goldfinch said there are two elements for him, one being that they did exist and second that we 
are being reimbursed by FEMA, however if those two didn’t exist then we wouldn’t be having this 
conversation.  The fact that they do exist, he thinks that there are people that will step up and 
provide funding for a nice facility that will attract people to our community.   
 
White asked if there was any land near the Rec Center to purchase for tennis courts.  Rogers said 
there are a couple of opportunities, but if we are talking about building new courts we are months 
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off because we have to finish certain FEMA projects, so if we get to a construction phase for tennis 
courts we are looking at next calendar year. 
 
White asked if Chris Hickman has been in contact with anyone regarding tennis lessons out at 
Smith Jones.  Emrick said no.  White asked if Mr. Hickman could possibly get some of this money 
from USTA to be used for equipment.  Rogers said that we have not gotten far enough into the 
discussion yet. 
 
Timbes said that had we not had the flood and had they not lost all that they ever wanted in the 
way of clay courts.  She then said she wanted to talk about giving them a facility like we do most 
of our other sports where they can have some type of restrooms.  She said we could not put up two 
here and there, because you won’t have the facilities to support any type of tournament play.  She 
then said that she thinks we have money coming in from FEMA that was designated to replace the 
loss of these courts and something needs to happen for these people because they deserve 
something.   
 
Emrick said that although funding has been promised by FEMA, we cannot tap that money until 
the marina lift station is done, but we cannot get the parts to start construction and have no idea 
when that will happen and we cannot spend any additional money until that project is complete. 
 
Timbes then asked why this is targeted behind a lift station.  Emrick said that the lift station was 
damaged property from the flood and we have to repair that damage before we can use the money 
for other things such as a tennis center off site.  He then said that we have repaired the playground, 
park and marina store; and now have to finish the lift station before spending the money, which 
becomes 428 money and means that you can use it for things other than what was damaged during 
the flood. 
 
Goldfinch asked that if we were not moving the tennis courts we would not have to spend the 
money like this.  Emrick said correct.  Goldfinch said this is the narrative that we need to use.  
Timbes agreed.  Emrick said this is a simplified explanation than what is actually the case.   
 
Emrick said that we have not received any money from FEMA yet and we could use the 428 
exchange and still wait to be reimbursed.  He then said there are many ifs with the FEMA money 
and we only have a promise to pay.   
 
Rogers said when we finish the sewer lift station; it will be up to the City to create a list of projects 
of how to spend the 428 money once we have the final number of what is left.  The state will have 
to approve it and FEMA will then approve it, after that we will get a notice to proceed.   
 
Timbes said we have been dealing with the tennis courts for well over a year and this is the first 
time she has heard any kind of explanation about the monies.  Emrick said we have had public 
meetings where this was discussed before.   
 
Long informed council that open carry versus concealed carry has the same training, same class, 
same background, pass the same standards and then you are given a choice as to conceal carry or 
open carry and have it out.  He then stated that the City look into enacting a Resolution or 
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Ordinance that says at any City event neither open carry or concealed carry are allowed.  He stated 
that our parks already have this signage. 
 
Blain-Bellamy asked if something as simple as a little league game be covered.  Long thinks that 
this language is probably already in there.  He said that we have the ability on an event-by-event 
basis that we can post the sign ahead of the event or we could go ahead and narrowly define events, 
protests, parades, festivals, all-inclusive. 
 
Goldfinch said that he supports this fully.   
 
Blain-Bellamy said that we should be careful with the language and include any opportunity that 
we have to disallow open carrying and if we miss one we may have some challenges.  Long said I 
am fully in support of being armed at the right place at the right time. 
 
White asked if this has been put on our access channel about the open carry.  Long said we did 
push to social media and had community events with Q & A sessions.  He said that the Police 
Department did educate everyone up front but ultimately if will be up to the individuals 
responsibility. 
 
Timbes said that this was off topic but that she received a call from a citizen that was at one of our 
parks with her grandchildren and folks are letting dogs off their leashes.  Long said that they need 
to call right away.  Timbes asked if signs are posted.  Emrick said yes. 
 
Emrick stated that there seems to be a consensus for an Ordinance and staff will work on it.  Long 
said he would go ahead and get the signage up.  
  
Hendrick gave an overview of the charts he presented.  He stated that this year there has been 21 
structure fires, 323 vehicle accidents and 228 medical incidents.  The anticipated call volume for 
2021 will be 3,795 calls.  The structure fires through August 20 is 21, higher than all of 2020, 
which was 19.  The anticipated at current trend for structure fires is 32 as from August 20 until 
now we have had zero.  The motor vehicle accidents are at 887 for the Police Department and 323 
for the Fire Department.  165 of those were on-scene and determined no injuries, with an average 
on-scene time of 29 minutes.  He then showed the heat map for motor vehicle calls.  Horry County 
responded to 2,815 medical incidents, where the Conway Fire Department responded to 1,050, 
with an average on-scene time of 22 minutes.  He then showed the heat map for the medical calls.  
The last chart showed the differences between Horry County Fire and Conway Fire in relation to 
health care and assisted living facilities.  The other hot spots, mostly for OD calls are Wal-Mart, 
Walgreens and the Econolodge.   
 
Hendrick stated the Fire Prevention Week would be held October 3-9, with an event on the 9th at 
the old Pavilion site.   
 
Jordan asked how Covid restrictions have affected the calls that they receive.  Hendrick said that 
they seem like second hand now that they have been doing them so long.  He explained that if they 
go and seem like they may have Covid, only one goes in. They limit the amount of people so to 
eliminate any exposure.   
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Hyman said that he found out that it was Hendrick’s idea to have the ladder trucks at the bridge on 
9/11 and he thought that was a cool idea.   
 
Goldfinch asked if dispatch could communicate to the callers of 911 that a fire truck is on the way 
before asking all questions.  Hendrick said that they just had some internal training and after 
question three, they are supposed to say ambulance/fire truck/police is on the way and then they 
finish the questions. 
 
COUNCIL INPUT: 
 
Jordan said that the ladder trucks at the Main Street bridge for 9/11 was a great touch and that he 
heard a lot of positive feedback from that.   
 
White said that along 16th Avenue from Highway 501 to Main Street that the hedges need to be 
trimmed and on 5th Avenue between Lewis and Beaty, it is overgrown onto the sidewalk. 
 
Timbes stated that 9th Avenue has trees that extend onto the sidewalk.  She then said that on a 
good news note that Pfizer has developed a vaccine for 5-11 years old that should come out in 
October or November. 
 
Hyman said that he met with a Federal Biologist on a piece of property that he owns, which is a 
conservation easement.  She talked about what can grow on wetlands, pollinators always makes 
our community pretty.  He said that he then talked to her about some of our FEMA lots and the 
plan is to let these eventually go back to nature, except maybe an easement in the front.  He said 
that he also talked to her about some grant money for trees, wildflowers, bushes on these FEMA 
lots and said she thought there might be some funds available.  He said if we could get some grant 
money, this would make these areas look nice. 
 
Blain-Bellamy said that on this side of Four Mile Road heading into Conway on 501 there is a 
wide median.  She also said that she knows we are restricted from DOT as to what we can plant 
but she would like us to look into some plantings if this is in the city limits. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Motion: Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to enter into 
Executive Session for a Discussion of Negotiations Incident to Proposed Purchase of Property in 
the Trinity Church Area [pursuant to SC Code §30-4-70(A)(2)], and a Discussion of Employment 
of Employee in Fire Department [pursuant to SC Code §30-4-70(A)(1)].  Vote: Unanimous. 
Motion carried. 
 

 RECONVENE FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION: Motion: Hyman made a motion, seconded by 
Goldfinch to leave Executive Session.  Vote: Unanimous. Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 




